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Vice Dean and August Röhss Professor of Economics at the School of Business, Economics 

and Law, University of Gothenburg 

 

Date of Birth: December 20, 1966  

Married, two children 

 

 

Position and Duties: 

 

- Professor of Economics at the Department of Economics, School of Business, 

Economics and Law, University of Gothenburg, 2002- 

- Vice dean of the School of Business, Economics and Law with particular 

responsibility for research and PhD education, 2010- 

- Chairman of the research education committee (forskarutbildningsberedningen) at the 

School of Business, Economics and Law, 2010- 

- Member of Miljöforskningsberedningen under the head of the Swedish Minister for 

the Environment Lena Ek, 2012- 

- Member of the Faculty board at the School of Business, Economics and Law, 

University of Gothenburg, 2009- 

- Member of The Recruitment and Qualification Committee (lärarförslagsnämnden) at 

the School of Business, Economics and Law, 2009-2012 

- Member of the Department Board at the Department of Economics, 2003-2011 

- Vice Head of department (ställföreträdande prefekt) with particular responsibility for 

PhD education at the Department of Economics, 2003-2009 

- Member of the Swedish Research Council (Vetenskapsrådet) 2005-2007 

- Member of research processing committee (forskningsberedningen) at the University 

of Gothenburg, 2008-2009 

- Member of research education committee (forskarutbildningsberedningen) at the 

University of Gothenburg, 2010-2012  

- Member of the committee for third-cycle education (Utskottet för utbildning på 

forskarnivå) at the University of Gothenburg, 2013- 

- Member of the steering committee at Grundtviginstitutet at the University of 

Gothenburg, 2013- 

- Chairman at the board for Center For Finance (CFF) at the University of Gothenburg, 

2013- 

 

 

Education:  

 

Undergraduate degree in Economics 1992, PhD 1996, Associate Professor 1999, Tenure 

(lecturer) 2000, and full professor 2004; All at the University of Gothenburg. MSc in 

mechanical engineering 1991; Chalmers University of Technology 

 

 



Graduated PhD-students:  

 

- Faculty opponent for Ingemar Leksell (Lic), Department of Applied Environmental 

Science, Göteborg University, 1999 

- Henrik Hammar (dr) 

- Francisco Alpizar (dr, shared with Fredrik Carlsson) 

- Henrik Svedsäter (lic) 

- Åsa Löfgren (dr) 

- Susanna Lundström (dr, shared with Fredrik Carlsson) 

- Hala Abou-Ali (dr, shared with Thomas Sterner) 

- Minhaj Mahmud (dr, shared with Peter Martinsson) 

- Wisdom Akpalu (dr, shared with Peter Martinsson) 

- Dinky Daruvala (dr, shared with Fredrik Carlsson) 

- Martine Visser (dr, shared with Peter Martinsson) 

- Elias Tsakas (dr, I served as the internal supervisor, MarkVoorneveld at SSE had the 

main scientific responsibility).  

- Fredrik Andersson (dr, shared with Katarina Nordblom) 

- Pham Khan Nam (dr, shared with Fredrik Carlsson) 

 

 

External opponent or examiner for PhD and Lic theses: 

 

- Faculty opponent for Ingemar Leksell (Lic), Department of Applied Environmental 

Science, Göteborg University, 1999 

- Faculty opponent for Kenneth Backlund (PhD), Department of Economics, Umeå 

University, 2000 

- Exam committee member for Thomas Hahn (PhD), Department of Economics, Ultuna 

Agricultural University, 2001 

- Exam committee member for Chris von Borgstede, Department of Psychology, 

Göteborg University, 2003 

- Member of scientific committee (which includes to be one of two opponents) for Gang 

Liu (PhD) at Department of Economics, Oslo University, 2003 

- Exam committee member for Lina Eriksson (PhD), Department of Political Science, 

Göteborg University 2005 

- Faculty opponent for Tobias Heldt (PhD), Department of Economics, Uppsala 

University, 2005 

- Exam committee member for Danial Svavarsson (PhD), Department of Business 

Administration, Göteborg University, 2005 

- Exam committee member for Ficre Zehaie (PhD), Department of Economics, Ultuna 

Agricultural University, 2005 

- Exam committee member for Pernilla Ivehammer (PhD), Department of Business and 

Economics, Linköping University, 2006 

- Faculty opponent for Gunnar Lindberg (PhD), Department of Economics, Örebro 

University, 2006  

- Exam committee member for Fredrik Hansen (PhD), Department of Economics, Lund 

University, 2006  

- Exam committee member for Elina Lampi (PhD), Department of Economics, 

University of Gothenburg, 2008 

- Exam committee member for Robert Östling (PhD), Department of Economics, 

Stockholm School of Economics, 2008 



- Exam committee member for Gustav Hansson (PhD), Department of Economics, 

University of Gothenburg, 2008 

- Exam committee member for Johan Holmgren (PhD), Department of Business and 

Economics, Linköping University, 2008 

- Exam committee member for Maria Solevi (PhD), Department of Political Science,    

University of Gothenburg, 2009  

- Exam committee member for Markus Wråke (PhD), Department of Economics, 

University of Gothenburg 2009 

- Faculty opponent for Sebastian Giwa (PhD), Department of Economics, Stockholm 

School of Economics, 2009 

- Exam committee member for Conny Wollbrant (PhD), Department of Economics, 

University of Gothenburg, 2010 

- Exam committee member for Francis Sprei (PhD), Department of Energy and 

Environment, Chalmers, 2010 

- Exam committee member for Rick Wicks (PhD), Department of Economics, 

University of Gothenburg, 2012 

 

 

International Journal Publications 
 

"Veblen’s Theory of the Leisure Class Revisited: Implication for Optimal Income Taxation", 

Social Choice and Welfare, forthcoming, with Thomas Aronsson. 

 

"Trust, trust games and stated trust: Experimental evidence from rural Bangladesh", Journal 

of Economic Behavior and Organization, forthcoming, with Peter Martinsson and Minhaj 

Mahmud.  

 

"Conspicuous Leisure: Optimal Income Taxation when both Relative Consumption and 

Relative Leisure Matter" with Thomas Aronsson, Scandinavian Journal of Economics, 2013, 

115(1), 155-175.  

 

“Self-Image and Valuation of Moral Goods: Stated versus Actual Willingness to Pay” with 

Henrik Svedsäter, Journal of Economic Behavior & Organization, 2012, 84(3), 879-891.  

 

“Behavioral Economics and Environmental Policy” with Fredrik Carlsson, Annual Review of 

Resource Economics, 4: 75-99. 

 

“Are most people consequentialists?” Economics Letters, 2012, 115, 225-228. 

 

"Does Environmental Economics Produce Aeroplanes without Engines? On the need for an 

Envronmental Social Science" with Henk Folmer, Environmental and Resource Economics, 

2011, 48(3), 337-361. 

 

“Saving Lives Versus Life-Years in Rural Bangladesh: An Ethical Preferences Approach", 

with Peter Martinsson and Minhaj Mahmud. Health Economics, 2011, 20(6), 723–736. 

 

"Why Do Yoy Vote and Vote as You Do?" with Fredrik Carlsson. Kyklos, 2010, 63(4), 495-

516. 

 

http://www.springerlink.com/content/0924-6460/48/3/


"Should we trust hypothetical referenda? Test and identification problems" with Fredrik 

Carlsson. Journal of Environmental Economics and Management, 2010. 

"Fair Air: Distributional Justice and Environmental Economics" with James Konow, 

Environmental and Resource Economics, 2010, 46, 147-166. 

 

"Positional Concerns in an OLG Model: Optimal Labor and Capital Income Taxation" with 

Thomas Aronsson. International Economic Review, 51(4), 1071-1095. 

 

"Internalized Contribution Norms and Learning in a Public Goods Experiment in Ghana" with 

Wisdom Akpalu, Public Finance and Management, 2010, 10(2), 352-378. 

 

"Risk Aversion and Expected Utility of Consumption over Time", Games and Economic 

Behavior, 2010, 68, 208-219. 

 

"Trust and Religion: Experimental evidence from rural Bangladesh" with Peter Martinsson 

and Minhaj Mahmud. Economica, 2009, 76, 462-485. 

 

"Keeping up with the Vaishias: Caste and relative standing" with Fredrik Carlsson and 

Gautam Gupta. Oxford Economic Papers, 2009, 61, 52-73.  

 

"The Behavioral Economics of Climate Change" with Kjell Arne Brekke. Oxford Review of 

Economic Policy, 2008, 24(2), 280-297. 

 

“Measuring Hypothetical Bias in Choice Experiments: The Importance of Cognitive 

Consistency” with Henrik Svedsäter, The B.E. Journal of Economic Analysis & Policy: 2008, 

Vol. 8: Iss. 1 (Topics), Article 41. 

 

"Who are the trustworthy, we think?"  Journal of Economic Behavior and Organization, 

2008, 68, 456-465.  

 

"Does context matter more for hypothetical than for actual contributions? Evidence from 

a natural field experiment" with Francisco Alpizar and Fredrik Carlsson, Experimental 

Economics, 2008, 11, 299-314.   

 

"Anonymity, reciprocity and conformity: Evidence from voluntary contributions to a natural 

park in Costa Rica" with Francisco Alpizar and Fredrik Carlsson, Journal of Public 

Economics, 2008, 92(5-6), 986-97. 

 

"When the Joneses' consumption hurts: Optimal public good provision and nonlinear income 

taxation" with Thomas Aronsson. Journal of Public Economics, 2008, 92(5-6), 986-97.   

 

“Are some lives more valuable? An ethical preferences approach.” With Peter Martinsson, 

Journal of Health Economics, 2008, 27(3), 739-52.   

 

"Mad Cows, terrorism and junk food: Should public policy reflect subjective or objective 

risks?" Journal of Health Economics, 2008, 27(2), 234-248.  

 

"Do You Enjoy Having More than Others? Survey Evidence of Positional Goods" with F. 

Carlsson and P. Martinsson, Economica, 2007, 74, 586-98.  

 



“Honestly, why are you driving a BMW?” with Peter Martinsson, Journal of Economic 

Behavior and Organization, 2006, 60, 129-46.  

 

"Optimal environmental road pricing" Economics Letters, 2006, 90, 225-29.  

 

"Does stake size matter in trust games" with Peter Martinsson and Minhaj 

Mahmud.  Economics Letters, 2005, 88(3), 365-69.  

 

"Distributional Weights in Cost Benefit Analysis – Should we forget about Them?” Land 

Economics, 2005, 81(3), 335-52. 

 

“Are people inequality averse or just risk averse?” with Fredrik Carlsson and Dinky 

Daruvala, Economica, 2005, 72, 375-96.    

 

“Anyone for higher speed limits? Self-interested and adaptive political preferences” With 

Peter Martinsson, Public Choice, 2005, 122(3-4), 319-31.    

 

"How Much do We Care About Absolute Versus Relative Income and Consumption?", with 

Francisco Alpizar and Fredrik Carlsson, Journal of Economic Behavior and Organization, 

2005, 56(3), 405-21.    

 

“Global environmental problems, efficiency and limited altruism” Economics Letters, 2005, 

86(1), 101-106.   

 

“Is Transport Safety More Valuable in the Air?” with Fredrik Carlsson and Peter Martinsson, 

Journal of Risk and Uncertainty, 2004, 28(2), 147-63.   

 

"The value of risk-free cigarettes - Do smokers underestimate the risk?", Health Economics, 

2004, 13(1), 59-71, with Henrik Hammar.  

 

“Choosing from behind a veil of ignorance in India” with Fredrik Carlsson and Gautam 

Gupta, Applied Economics Letters, 2003, 10, 825-27.    

 

“Goal Conflicts in Political Decision Making: A Survey of Municipality Politicians´ Views of 

Road Pricing”, Environment and Planning C: Government and Policy, 2003, 21(4), 615-24, 

with Lars-Olof Johansson, Gunnar Falkemark, Tommy Gärling, Mathias Gustafsson.  

 

‘Costs and Benefits of Electric Vehicles - A 2010 Perspective’, Journal of Transport 

Economics and Policy, 2003, 37(1), 1-28, with Fredrik Carlsson.   

 

“Measuring Future Grandparents’ Preferences for Equality and Relative standing”, with 

Fredrik Carlsson and Dinky Daruvala, Economic Journal, 2002, vol. 112, pp. 362-83.  

 

“Estimating Individual Driving Distance by Car and Public Transport Use in Sweden. Applied 

Economics, 2002, vol. 34, pp. 959-67.    

 

"A Conceptual Analysis of the Impact of Travel Demand Management on Private Car Use" 

with Tommy Gärling, Daniel Eek, Peter Loukopoulos, Satoshi Fujii, Ryuichi Kitamura, Ram 

Pendyala and Bertil Vilhelmson, Transport Policy, 2002, 9(1), 59-70.  

 



“On the Value of Life in Rich and Poor Countries and Distributional Weights Beyond 

Utilitarianism”, Environmental and Resource Economics, 2000, vol. 17, 299-310 

 

“Willingness to pay for improved air quality in Sweden”, with Fredrik Carlsson. Applied 

Economics, 2000, vol. 32, pp. 661-69.  

 

“On the problematic link between fundamental ethics and economic policy 

recommendations”, Journal of Economic Methodology, 1998, vol. 5, no. 2, pp. 263-97.  

 

“The importance of ethics in environmental economics with a focus on existence values”, 

Environmental and Resource Economics, 1998, vol 11, Nos. 3-4, pp. 429-42.  

 

“Measuring long-run automobile fuel demand; Separate estimations of Vehicle Stock, Mean 

Fuel Intensity, and Mean Annual Driving Distance.” Journal of Transport Economics and 

Policy, 1997, 31(3), pp. 277-92, with Lee Schipper.  

 

“Is there a future for PRT systems? Evidence from a Swedish benefit-cost analysis”, Urban 

Transportation Monitor, 1997, vol. 11, no. 11, pp. 4, 16.  

 

“Optimal road-pricing: simultaneous treatment of time losses, increased fuel consumption, 

and emissions.” Transportation Research D, 1997, vol. 2, pp. 77-87.  

 

“Optimal Pigouvian taxes with regard to altruism.” Land Economics, 1997, vol. 73, no. 3, pp. 

297-308.  

 

“Optimal road pricing with respect to accidents in a second-best perspective.” International 

Journal of Transport Economics, 1997, vol 24, no. 3, pp. 343-65.  

 

 

External Reviewer for Positions or Promotions: 

 

- Reviewer for Peter Frykblom’s promotion to become an associate professor (docent) 

at SLU 2004 

- Reviewer for an economics professorship at Innsbruck University 2008 

- Reviewer for an economics professorship at VTI, Linköping/Stockholm, 2008 

- Reviewer for promotion of Kjell Arne Brekke at department of economics, Oslo 

University, to become a full professor 2008.  

- Reviewer for promotion of Karine Nyborg at department of economics, Oslo 

University, to become a full professor 2008.  

- Reviewer for promotion of Mari Rege at department of economics, University of 

Stavanger, to become a full professor 2008. 

- Reviewer for two positions as a Senior Lecturer (lektorat) at Umeå University 2009  

- Reviewer for a positions as a junior Lecturer (biträdande lektorat) at Uppsala 

University 2010 

 

 



Referee Experience: 

 

I have served as a referee for the following journals (and for some book contributions): 

  

American Economic Review  

American Journal of Agricultural Economics 

Applied Economics 

B.E. Journal of Economic Analysis & Policy 

Ecological Economics 

Economica 

Economics and Philosophy 

Economics Letters 

Energy Journal 

Environmental and Resource Economics 

Environmental Values 

European Economic Review 

European Journal of Health Economics 

Fiscal Studies 

Health Economics 

International Journal of Transport Economics 

Journal of Economic Behavior and Organization 

Journal of Environmental Economics and Management 

Journal of Environmental Management 

Journal of Health Economics 

Journal of Income Distribution 

Journal of Macroeconomic Dynamics 

Journal of Peace Research 

Journal of Politics 

Journal of Public Economics 

Journal of the European Economic Association 

Journal of Transport Economics and Policy 

Land Economics 

Oxford Economic Papers 

Public Choice 

Resource and Energy Economics 

Review of Economic Studies 

Scandinavian Journal of Economics 

Social Choice and Welfare 

World Bank Economic Review 

 


