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Academic Background

Education

Ph.D (Development Economics), University of Nigeria, Nsukka   2012

M.Sc (Development Economics), University of Nigeria, Nsukka   2005

PGD (Economics), University of Nigeria, Nsukka      2002

BSc (ed) Economics with Second Class upper Division, University of Nigeria, Nsukka 2000

State of Origin        Delta  

Nationality:             Nigeria
Gender:                   Male
Telephone:             +234-803-565-1568
Other Training Obtained 

Resilience & Adaptation Mainstreaming Programme (RAMP) Teacher Training Workshop on Climate Change Adaptation, Accra Ghana, 12-16th February, 2024  

Online free course on Climate Adaptation Finance & Risk Management Course series, under the Resilience & Adaptation Mainstreaming Programme (RAMP), University Network for Strengthening Macro-financial Resilience to Climate and Environmental Change (Virtual)-September 12-28, 2023

Academic Writing & Research Ethics-Resource & Environmental Policy Research Centre, Environment for Development Initiative -EfD, Nigeria, May 11-13, 2023 

Adaptation Finance & Risk Management under the Resilience & Adaptation Mainstreaming Programme (RAMP. SOAS University, London and World Resource Institute in Nairobi Kenya- March 27-31, 2023

Impact Evaluation and Causal Inference for Environment and Development Intervention, Department of Economics, Business and Law, University of Gothenburg, Sweden (Virtual)- September 14-22, 2020

Training on Computable General Equilibrium Modelling (An Introduction)-Resource & Environmental Policy Research Centre, Environment for Development Initiative, Nigeria-University of Nigeria, Nsukka (combination of Virtual & On-site)- December 07-18, 2020

Environmental and Social Framework (Face-to-Face), World Bank, Protea Hotel, Lagos- April 10-12, 2019

Environmental and Social Framework (Open Leaning Campus, e-Learning), World bank (Online)- April 03, 2019

African Programme on Rethinking Development Economics (APORDE), Eleventh edition, Johannesburg, South Africa- September 02-15, 2017

Capacity Building/Training Workshop for the African Economic Research Consortium (AERC) Collaborative project on Financial Sector Development and Financial Inclusion: country Case Studies, African Economic Research Consortium (AERC), Nairobi Kenya- February 24-27th, 2017

Regional Course on Quantitative Techniques for Economic Analysis, West African Institute for Financial & Economic Management (WAIFEM), Lagos, Nigeria- May 19-23, 2014
WORKING EXPERIENCE: 

Professor: Oct.01, 2023-Date:  Department of Economics, University of Nigeria, Nsukka

Coordinator, Postgraduate Program at the Department of Economics

Graduate Students Supervision-Supervised and graduated 20 MSc students. Currently supervises 5 MSc students and 4 PhD students

Teaches Research Methods to PhD students, Research Methods, Environmental Economics, Public Finance and Development Economics to MSc class in the Department of Economics

Supervised over 40 undergraduate students 

Deputy Director, Resource & Environmental Policy, Research, Centre-EfD Nigeria, University of Nigeria, Nsukka-2025-date
Research Fellow-2019-date (on Joint/Parallel appointment), Resource & Environmental Policy, Research, Centre-EfD Nigeria, University of Nigeria, Nsukka –www.efdinitiative.org/nigeria.

Coordinator, Natural Capital Accounting (NatCap)

Coordinator, Monthly Seminar

Carry out environmental and Climate Change research

Member, Quality Assurance Committee

Collection, analysis, and reporting of environmental and socio-economic data

Join other Research fellows at the EfD Nigeria Centre in articulating proposals that have funding prospects/executing funded projects

participating in research and policy seminars at the Centre

 mentoring of Graduate students at the Centre

 Senior Lecturer- Oct 1, 2018-Sept 30, 2023: Department of Economics, University of Nigeria, Nsukka-
Coordinator, Postgraduate Program in the Department of Economics

Graduate Students Supervision-Supervised and graduate 7 MSc students. Currently supervises 5 MSc students and 4 PhD students

Teaches Research Methods to PhD students, Research Methods, Environmental Economics, Public Finance and Development Economics to MSc class in the Department of Economics

Taught Economics of Climate Change at the Institute of Climate Change, Energy and Environment

Taught undergraduate courses in public sector economics, advanced public sector economics, economic development, economic planning, demography and population economics, environmental and climate change economics in the department of Economics

Supervises undergraduate and Postgraduate students. Have supervised over 40 undergraduate students

Other duties include preparation of research proposals for funding, executes funded projects including data collection, analysis and report writing, facilitates workshops

Offers consultancy services in Economic development issues/environmental economics research, training and capacity building 

Lecturer II: Department of Economics, University of Nigeria, Nsukka, Enugu State, Nigeria, April 02, 2013 to Sept 30, 2018. My responsibilities include teaching of undergraduate and Postgraduate (MSc) courses, Undergraduate and Postgraduate Supervision, research and community development services. I also joined other departmental colleagues in writing proposals that have funding prospects

Programme Specialist/Development Researcher, Central Bank of Nigeria Entrepreneurship Development 
Programme, South-East Zone, Onitsha, Anambra State, March, 2008 to April 01 2013. 

            My responsibilities include development and entrepreneurship research, entrepreneurship training as well as business development service

Research Assistant, African Institute for Applied Economics (Now African Heritage Institution), Enugu, March, 2007 to November, 2007. I was involved in social and economic research, policy discourse, and advocacy. Joined in articulating and executing funded research proposals

AREAS OF RESEARCH INTEREST 
My research interest includes a range of Development Economic Policy Issues with focus on poverty and Inequality, Impact Assessments; Financial inclusion, environmental valuation, Water issues, economic growth and environmental sustainability, forestry management, climate change mitigation and governance

INDIVIDUAL RESEARCH GRANTS/RESEARCH PROJECTS

Spatio-Temporal patterns of Wildland Fires in Sub-Saharan Africa and their Impact on Vulnerable Groups (Countries: Ethiopia, Ghana, Kenya, Nigeria, Tanzania, Uganda) funded by Swidish International Development Corporation Agency (SIDA)-2025 (Co-Investigator)

Behavioural change, climate education and communication for urban climate resilience in Enugu State, Nigeria. funded by Nigeria Tertiary Education Trust Fund (TETFund)- 2025 (Principal Investigator)
Agro Feminization, Climate Smart Agriculture Technology Adoption and Food Security: Evidence from Nigeria Panel Data’ AGRODEP Competitive Small Research Grant funded by Akademiya 2063, Nov. 2024 (Sole Investigator)

Behavioral insights to improve plastic waste management in Lagos, Nigeria─on-field CAPI data collection of a representative household survey on waste management funded by World Bank, 2023 (Principal investigator)
Coping with water Scarcity, preferences and willingness to pay for water supply in Enugu Nigeria funded by Swedish International Development Agency through Environment for Development Initiative- January 2021-December 2022 (Principal Investigator)
 Estimation of Participation and Welfare Impact of REDD+ Community-based Pilot Projects in Nigeria, funded by Swedish International Development Agency through Environment for Development Initiative - January 2021-December 2022  (Co-Investigator); (vii) Plastic ban and plastic waste management: Perceptions, Preferences and willingness to pay by resident of Lagos, Nigeria funded by National Geographic Society-2020 (Co-investigator)
Plastic ban and plastic waste management: Perceptions, Preferences and willingness to pay by resident of Lagos, Nigeria funded by National Geographic Society-2020 (Co-investigator)
 Assessment of Nigeria’s Financial Services Sector Stability and Resilience: Stability and Diversity Index Approaches, funded by African Economic Research Consortium (AERC)- 2018019, 2017-2018 (Co-investigator)

 Climate Change, Health Perception and Adaptation Measures by Household in Oil-Bearing Communities in Delta State, Nigeria funded by Open Society Foundation through African Climate Change Adaptation Initiative Centre, University of Nigeria, Nsukka -2016-2017 (Sole investigator)
 Bank Distress and Failure Predictability in Nigeria, funded by African Economic Research Consortium, Nairobi Kenya-2016-2017 (Co-investigator)
Determinants of Financial Inclusion and Its Impact on Poverty among Rural Households in Nigeria funded by by African Economic Research Consortium (AERC), Nairobi Kenya in the context of the AERC collaborative project on “Financial Sector Development and Financial Inclusion in Africa-2017-2018 (Co-investigator)
Climate Change Vulnerability and Adaptation in Riverine Communities in Southern Nigeria, funded by Nigeria Tertiary Education Trust Fund (TETFund) -2016-2017 (Co-investigator)
Publications 
Salifu Dumbuya, Ifelunini Abanum Innocent, Alpha Kargbo, Sidi Mohamed Chabane Sari; & Mohamed Saber (2026). Access and adoption: gendered barriers to climate-smart agriculture information and Use in The Gambia's central river region. Water Practice and Technology (2026) 21 (2): 657–671. https://doi.org/10.2166/wpt.2026.207
Chukwunenye Emekaraonye & Innocent Ifelunini, 2026. "Digital financial inclusion, start-up business, and self-employed entrepreneurship in Sub-Saharan Africa: does institutional quality matter?," Journal of Global Entrepreneurship Research, Springer;UNESCO Chair in Entrepreneurship, vol. 16(1), pages 1-18,
Ifelunini, A.I, Funkakpo, D.A, Adzugbele, S.A. and Obi, C.K (2025). Fiscal Policy and Private Consumption in West Africa: The Moderating Role of Governance. Nigerian Journal of Economic and Social Studies, Vol.67(1) pp1-52

Okeke, U.P, Idujagi, A and Ifelunini, A.I (2025). EXAMINING THE LINK BETWEEN GREEN ENERGY ADOPTION AND ECONOMIC PROGRESS: EVIDENCE FROM NIGERIA. Journal of Economics and Allied Research, Vol.10 (2), pp149-162

Richardson kojo Edeme, Ekene Thankgod Emeka & Ifelunini A. Innocent (2024). Population Growth, Technological 
Innovation, and 
Environmental Sustainability. In: Stefanakis, A.I., Nikolaou, I.E. 
(eds) Circular Economy and 
Sustainable Development. Circular Economy and 
Sustainability. Springer, Cham. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-66007-8_13
Iheonu, C.O., Abia, B., Okwoche, P., Ifelunini, I.A. (2024) Is FDI from China Good for Labour Productivity in Sub-Saharan Africa? A Panel Cointegration, Foreign Trade Review 
Ifelunini, A.I, Ekpo, U., Agbutun, S.A, Arazu, W.O, Ugwu, S.C, Osadebe, N & Asogwa, F.O (2023). Economic Growth, Governance and Co2 Emission in West Africa. Chinese Journal of Urban and Environmental Studies, Vol.11 No.1 

Amaechina, E.C, Anugwa, I.O., Agwu, E.A, Ifelunini, A.I, Umeonuora, T.G. & Okwor, C.A. (2022). Assessing climate change-related losses and damages and adaptation constraints to address them: Evidence from flood-prone riverine communities in Southern Nigeria. Environmental Development, Vol.44 

Yu, Y., Radulescu, M., Ifelunini, A.I., Ogwu, S.O., Onwe, J.C. & Jahanger, A. (2022). Achieving Carbon Neutrality Pledge through Clean Energy Transition: Linking the Role of Green Innovation and Environmental Policy in E7 Countries. Energies 15(17) 

Chukwuone NA, Amaechina EC, Ifelunini I.A (2022) Determinants of household’s waste disposal practices and willingness to participate in reducing the flow of plastics into the ocean: Evidence from coastal city of Lagos Nigeria. PLoS ONE 17(4) 
Ifelunini, I.A., Agbutun, A.S., Ugwu, S.C., Ugwu, M.O. (2022). Women autonomy and demand for maternal health services in Nigeria: Evidence from the Nigeria Demographic and Health Survey. African Journal of Reproductive Health. (Clarivate JCR 2021-impact factor 0.96) 
Ichoku, H.E. and Ifelunini, A.I. (2016), The Changing Political Undercurrents in Health Service Delivery in Sub-Saharan Africa. International Journal of Health Services (Thompson Reuters indexed with impact factor of 3.4) 

Samour, A., Onwe, J.C., Inuwa, N., Imran, M, Ifelunini, A.I. & Fulu, O. (2023). Assessing the effect of real estate market and renewable energy on environmental quality in Belgium. OPEC Energy Review, Vol.47 (2) 148-159 
Iheonu, C.O., Asongu, S.A., Agbutun, S.A., Ifelunini, I.A. (2022). Iheonu, C. O., Asongu, S. A., Agbutun, S. A., Ifelunini, I. A. (2022). Democracy and terrorism in Africa International Social Science Journal. 1–13. https://doi.org/10.1111/issj.12317 
Omeje, A. N, Ifelunini, A.I, Mba, A.J & Ugwu, O.C (2022). Socioeconomic Influence of COVID-19 on the informal Sector Businesses: Evidence form Enugu State, Nigeria. Journal of Xi’an Shiyou University, Natural Science Edition, Vol.18(5) 216-226 https://xisdxjxsu.asia  
Obi, C.K., Ifelunini, I A. (2019). Mobilization of domestic resources for economic development financing in Nigeria: Does tax matter? Scientific Papers of the University of Pardubice, Series D: Faculty of Economics and Administration, 2019, 27(1), pp. 113–125 

Ifelunini, A.I, Ugwu, S.C, Ichoku, H.E, Omeje, A.N. & Ihim, E. (2018). Determinants of Fertility rate among women in Ghana and Nigeria: Implications for population growth and sustainable development. African Population Studies/ Etude de la Population Africaine 32(2) (Supp 2). http//www.aps.journals.ac.za   

Edeme, R.K, Nkalu, C.N, and Ifelunini, A.I (2017). Distributional Impact of Public Expenditure on Human Development in Nigeria. International Journal of Social Economics, 44(2)   
Ichoku, H.E and A.I Ifelunini (2015) “Health and Economic Growth: A Survey of Theory and Evidence” In: C. Agu (eds), Poverty: Global Challenges, Role of Inequality and Reduction Strategies, U.S.A: Nova Science Publishers 

Consultancy Positions Held
Over 15 consultancy positions held for both national and international organizations

Affiliations

Member, African Association of Environmental and Resource Economists (AFAERE) 

Member, Nigerian Economic Society (NES)

Member, Partnership for Economic Policy (PEP) Network, University of Laval Canada.

Network Member African Economic Research Consortium (AERC)

Associate Fellow, Africa Heritage Institution (formerly African Institute for Applied Economics (AIAE) 

Hobbies/Extra Curricula Activities: Reading, playing music, analyzing sports activities and

traveling.

Referees:  On request
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