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	Work Address: Resource and Environmental Policy Research Centre (REPRC), Environment for Development (EfD), University of Nigeria, Nsukka, Enugu State.


PROFILE SUMMARY
Agricultural and environmental policy researcher with a PhD in Agricultural Extension and over six years of experience in research leadership, project coordination, policy engagement, and evidence-informed decision-making. Combines field-based research expertise with leadership of multi-country, internationally funded initiatives in climate resilience, digital agriculture, gender and social inclusion, and rural development. Experienced in translating research evidence into policy through stakeholder engagement, technical drafting, and capacity development across Nigeria, West Africa, and the wider continent.
EDUCATION
PhD, Agricultural Extension, University of Nigeria, Nsukka	Dec 2023
Major in Agricultural Communication. Thesis: “Agricultural Extension Professionals’ Perceptions of Competency Gaps in the Undergraduate Agricultural Extension Curriculum in Nigerian Universities.” Supervisor: Prof. Agwu E. Agwu.
M.Sc., Agricultural Extension, University of Nigeria, Nsukka	Feb 2020
Major in Agricultural Communication (CGPA 4.91/5.0). Thesis: “Farmers’ Willingness to Pay for Video-Mediated Extension Learning Approaches: A Choice Experiment Approach.” Supervisor: Prof. Agwu E. Agwu.
B. Agric., Agricultural Extension, University of Nigeria, Nsukka	Jul 2015
Second Class Honours, Upper Division (CGPA 4.33/5.0). Project: “Challenges and Health Management Practices in Small-Scale Fish Farms in Lagos, Nigeria.” Supervisor: Prof. Mabel U. Dimelu.

RESEARCH INTERESTS
Agricultural and Environmental Policy • Climate Change Adaptation and Resilience • Digital Agriculture and ICT for Development • Agricultural Extension and Advisory Services • Gender and Social Inclusion • Evidence-Informed Policymaking

RESEARCH LEADERSHIP, PROJECTS, AND GRANTS
Principal Investigator (University of Nigeria Team), Smart Villages Project	Jan 2025 – March 2027
AAP Partnerships for Innovative Research in Africa (PIRA) Grant ($100,000)
“Towards the Implementation of Smart Villages in the Rural Communities of Taraba State, Nigeria” (Gassol LGA). Lead the University of Nigeria component, including stakeholder engagement, community consultations, site assessment, land-use approval processes, policy dialogue, and report development, in collaboration with Michigan State University and partner institutions.
Policy Advisory Committee (PAC) Secretary, INCLUDING-Africa Project	2024 – Present
“Innovative Climate Finance for Unlocking Development and Equity in Africa”, IDRC, Canada (CAD 1 million)
Three-year multi-country research and policy engagement initiative. Coordinate Policy Advisory Committee activities, support project governance processes, and prepare committee minutes of meetings and reports.
Assistant Team Lead / Field Coordinator (Nigeria), HerVoice Study	2023 – 2024
“Climate Change, Digitalisation, and Violence Against Women and Girls (VAWG) in West and Central Africa”, WACOL / UN Women ACT Programme, funded by the European Commission
Multi-country study across Nigeria, Ghana, Cameroon, and Togo examining the intersections of climate change, digitalisation, and VAWG. Led field activities in Nigeria, coordinated country-level implementation, contributed to methodology development and data analysis, and prepared the final cross-country synthesis report.
Research Team Member, Evidence-Informed Policy (EIP) Ecosystems Project	2025 – 2026
Hewlett Foundation, implemented through the Partnership for Economic Policy (PEP), Nairobi
“Building Sustainable Evidence-Informed Policy (EIP) Ecosystems in East and West Africa.” Contribute to strengthening evidence-informed policymaking systems, including technical analysis and policy knowledge-translation activities.
Research Team Member, Agricultural Extension Curriculum Project	2022 – 2025
Tertiary Education Trust Fund (TETFund) National Research Fund Grant (₦25,000,000)
“Strengthening the Capacity of Agricultural Extension Lecturers in Teaching Competency-based Undergraduate Curriculum in Nigerian Universities.” Contributed to data collection, analysis, and dissemination of outputs, including peer-reviewed publications.
Research Team Member, Food Safety Project (UCLan C4Globe)	2022
University of Central Lancashire Research Centre for Global Development (C4Globe) Grant
“Investigating Food Safety and Hygiene Practices and the Food Safety Status in Nigeria.” Conducted pilot studies, structured and semi-structured interviews, data transcription and analysis, and report writing.
Research Team Member, Agricultural Extension Training Project	May 2021 – May 2023
AAP Partnerships for Innovative Research in Africa (PIRA) Grant ($164,262)
“Strengthening Agricultural Extension Training in the MSU–Alliance for African Partnership Consortium.” Multi-country research contributing to grant reports and book chapters on extension competencies in Sub-Saharan Africa.
MSc Research Grant, Video-Mediated Learning in Agriculture	2019
“Videos for Farmers” Project, Access Agriculture (€3,000)
Research grant supporting MSc study on video-mediated extension learning approaches.

POLICY ENGAGEMENT AND KNOWLEDGE TRANSLATION
1. Contributes to the development of a Fisheries Management Plan for Nigeria (ongoing) through an EfD Nigeria partnership with the Federal Department of Fisheries and Aquaculture, building on field data collected across fishing communities in Delta, Anambra, and Lagos States.
1. Member of the drafting team for Nigeria’s National Carbon Market Framework under Article 6 of the Paris Agreement (ongoing), as part of activities under the Hewlett/PEP Evidence-Informed Policy grant, in collaboration with REPRC-EfD Nigeria and the Nigeria Climate Change Council (NCCC).
1. Drafted the communiqué for the TETFund National Research Fund dissemination and Training-of-Trainers Workshop on Strengthening the Interdisciplinary Teaching Capacity of Agricultural Extension Lecturers in Nigerian Universities (2026), synthesising evidence-based recommendations for university management, the National Universities Commission (NUC), TETFund, and relevant federal ministries.
1. Contributed to the preparation of the policy brief “Climate Change, Digitalisation, and Violence Against Women and Girls in West and Central Africa: Policy Priorities for Integrated Action” (2026), developed under the Women Aid Collective (WACOL) and UN Women ACT Programme and funded by the European Commission; supported synthesis and drafting of evidence from Nigeria, Ghana, Cameroon, and Togo.
1. Co-developed training materials on ICT, communication, gender, and diversity competencies for agricultural extension professionals across Sub-Saharan Africa.

RESEARCH AND PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
Research Fellow, REPRC – EfD Nigeria, University of Nigeria, Nsukka	2019 – Present
Research position involving grant writing, policy engagement, data collection, analysis, stakeholder engagement, and dissemination of research findings. Selected project contributions:
1. Fishery Performance Indicators project (funded by Sida through the EfD Global Hub), participated in and collected data across fishing communities in Delta, Anambra, and Lagos States; this fieldwork underpins the ongoing Fisheries Management Plan.
1. Capacity Assessment for the Resilience and Adaptation Mainstreaming Program (RAMP), funded by the World Resources Institute (WRI). collected data, conducted stakeholder interviews, and contributed to the assessment report.
1. Nigeria Waste Management Project, funded by the World Bank, served as supervisor to the National Bureau of Statistics (NBS) enumerators for the project in Lagos State.
1. Provided research, analytical, and drafting support for national and regional agricultural policy and investment planning processes as part of Centre-led policy engagement activities.
Socio-Economic Officer (Part-time), Blue-hub Global Limited Services	2017 – Present
Conducted socio-economic studies and field data collection across multiple World Bank (IBRD/IDA)-financed projects, including Resettlement Action Plans (RAPs) and Environmental and Social Management Plans (ESMPs) under the Kogi State Nigeria Erosion and Watershed Management Project (KSG-NEWMAP), and a communication-channels survey for the Lagos State APPEALS Project. Responsibilities included stakeholder consultation minutes, identification and valuation for Project Affected Persons, data analysis, and site-specific reporting.
Research Assistant, University of Central Lancashire (non-exclusive)	Jan – Jul 2022
Supported the food safety and hygiene study in Nigeria through pilot studies, interviews, data transcription and analysis, and report writing. Earlier in 2021, supported a qualitative study on food security in post-recession South-Eastern Nigeria.
National Youth Service (NYSC), Raw Materials Research and Development Council	Apr 2016 – Apr 2017
Support staff and research assistant in the Agriculture and Agro-Allied Department, RMRDC, Abuja.
Research Enumerator (various assignments)	2015
Field data collection, questionnaire administration, and data entry for doctoral research funded by the Africa Rice Centre, Cotonou, and for the Nigerian Communications Commission (NCC) opinion-poll study conducted through the Centre for Entrepreneurship and Development Research (CEDR), University of Nigeria.

PUBLICATIONS
Journal Articles
1. Agwu, E. A., Anugwa, I. Q., Dimelu, M. U., Igboeli, C. F., Arigbo, P. O., Ndili, S. E., Akinnagbe, O. M., Ifeanyi-obi, C. C., Ajieh, P., Yakubu, L. L., Adejo, P. E., & Mustapha, S. B. (2025). Perception of Agricultural Extension Lecturers on Process Skills and Competency Areas for Teaching Undergraduate Students in Nigerian Universities. Journal of Agricultural Extension, 29(4), 78–99. https://doi.org/10.4314/jae.v29i4 
2. Agwu, A. E., Anugwa, I. Q., & Ifeonu, C. F. (2021). Stemming rural-urban migration through agricultural development: can Nigeria apply the lessons from the COVID-19 pandemic? Agro-Science, 20(4, Special Issue), 36–45. https://dx.doi.org/10.4314/as.v20i4.5 
3. Ifeonu, C. F., Chukwuemeka, V., & Agwu, A. E. (2019). Challenges of Youths Involved in Fish Farming in the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja, Nigeria. Journal of Agricultural Extension, 23(3), 157–171. https://dx.doi.org/10.4314/jae.v23i3.14 
4. Agwu, A. E., Ndakotsu, J. E., & Ifeonu, C. F. (2019). Farmers’ Perceived Effectiveness of the Growth Enhancement Support Scheme in Kogi State, Nigeria. Journal of Agricultural Extension, 23(1), 113–129. https://dx.doi.org/10.4314/jae.v23i1.10 
5. Dimelu, M. U., Ifeonu, C. F., Asadu, A. N., & Ayogu, C. J. (2018). Challenges of Disease Management in Small-Scale Fish Farms in Lagos, Nigeria. Journal of Agricultural Extension, 22(2), 28–41. https://doi.org/10.4314/jae.v22i2.3 
Grant Reports
6. Dimelu, M. U., von Maltitz, L., Najjingo Mangheni, M., Suvedi, M., Agwu, A. E., Chanza, C., Sasidhar, P. V. K., Oywaya-Nkurumwa, A., Ifeonu, C. F., Davis, K., Anugwa, I. Q., Liverpool-Tasie, L. S. O., Tchuwa, F., & Elapata, M. S. (2023). Process Skills and Competency Gaps in Undergraduate Agricultural Extension Curriculum in Nigeria, Malawi, South Africa, Uganda, and Kenya. PIRA Grant Report. East Lansing: Alliance for African Partnership, Michigan State University.
7. Elapata, M. S., Suvedi, M., Agwu, A. E., Chanza, C., Sasidhar, P. V. K., Oywaya-Nkurumwa, A., Davis, K., Najjingo Mangheni, M., Dimelu, M. U., Anugwa, I. Q., von Maltitz, L., Liverpool-Tasie, L. S. O., Tchuwa, F., & Ifeonu, C. F. (2023). Developing the Next Generation of Extension Workers in Sub-Saharan Africa. PIRA Grant Report. East Lansing: Alliance for African Partnership, Michigan State University.
Book Chapters
8. Agwu, A. E., Anugwa, I. Q., & Ifeonu, C. F. (2024). Communication in Extension: Skills and Competencies. In M. Suvedi & P. V. K. Sasidhar (Eds.), Essential Competencies of Frontline Agricultural Extension Professionals (1st ed., pp. 71–115). Alliance for African Partnership, Michigan State University.
9. Chandrasekaran, K., Agwu, A. E., Mathuabirami, V., & Ifeonu, C. F. (2024). ICTs in Extension: Skills and Competencies. In M. Suvedi & P. V. K. Sasidhar (Eds.), Essential Competencies of Frontline Agricultural Extension Professionals (1st ed., pp. 117–156). Alliance for African Partnership, Michigan State University.
10. Anugwa, I. Q., & Ifeonu, C. F. (2024). Diversity and Gender in Extension: Skills and Competencies. In M. Suvedi & P. V. K. Sasidhar (Eds.), Essential Competencies of Frontline Agricultural Extension Professionals (1st ed., pp. 221–273). Alliance for African Partnership, Michigan State University.
11. Agwu, A. E., Ifeonu, C. F., Nwobodo, C. E., Anugwa, I. Q., & Okoro, J. C. (2022). Digital Approaches in Agricultural Extension. In M. C. Madukwe (Ed.), Agricultural Extension in Nigeria (3rd ed., pp. 331–357). The Agricultural Extension Society of Nigeria.
12. Agwu, A. E., Egbule, C. L., & Ifeonu, C. F. (2022). Use of Correlation Analysis in Agricultural Extension Research. In M. C. Madukwe (Ed.), A Guide to Research in Agricultural Extension. The Agricultural Extension Society of Nigeria.
Conference Proceedings
13. Anugwa, I. Q., & Ifeonu, C. F. (2021). Agricultural Extension Strategies for Communicating Climate-Smart Forestry Practices: Challenges and Lessons Learnt. Proceedings of the Middle East International Conference on Contemporary Scientific Studies.
14. Anugwa, I. Q., Iwuchukwu, J. C., Udoye, C. E., Ifeonu, C. F., & Offiah, C. (2019). Farmers’ Groundnut Production Practices in Nsukka Agricultural Zone of Enugu State, Nigeria. Proceedings of the 24th Annual National Conference of the Agricultural Extension Society of Nigeria, pp. 28–34.
15. Agwu, A. E., Ocheli, G. J., & Ifeonu, C. F. (2016). Manpower and Institutional Constraints in the Public Extension Service of Kogi State, Nigeria. Proceedings of the 21st Annual National Conference of the Agricultural Extension Society of Nigeria, pp. 19–25.

CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS AND PARTICIPATION
1. PEP Annual Conference and AGM, Holiday Inn Nairobi Two Rivers, Nairobi, Kenya, June 8th to 13th 2026.
2. Environment for Development (EfD) 19th Annual Meeting held on 16-19 October 2025 at the White Sands Hotel & Conference Centre, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania. Paper presented: Towards the Implementation of Smart Villages in the Rural Communities of Taraba State, Nigeria
3. Gendering AI Conference 2025, titled Decolonising AI: Reclaiming Power in the Intelligence Age from a Feminist Perspective. Held at Mövenpick Hotel Nairobi, Kenya, from 20th – 22nd August 2025. Paper presented: Can You Afford to Learn? Gendered Inequalities in Nigeria’s Digital Farming Future
4. Agricultural Extension Society of Nigeria 26th Annual Conference 2021, 26th – 30th April 2021. Paper presented: a.) “Farmers’ Perception of Video-mediated Extension Learning Platform in Enugu State, Nigeria.”
5. Middle East International Conference on Contemporary Scientific Studies-V, 27th-28th March 2021, Ankara, Turkey. Paper presented: Agricultural Extension Strategies for Communicating Climate-Smart Forestry Practices: Challenges and Lessons Learned
6. Agricultural Extension Society of Nigeria 25th Annual Conference 2020, 28th – 29th July 2020. Papers presented: a.) “Access and Use of Agricultural Information by Artisanal Fish Farmers in Bayelsa State, Nigeria.” b.)  “Flood management information needs of crop farmers in Benue State, Nigeria.” 
7. Agricultural Extension Society of Nigeria 24th Annual Conference 2019, 7th-10th April 2019. Paper presented: “Challenges of Youths Involved in Fish Farming in the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja, Nigeria.”
8. Agricultural Extension Society of Nigeria 23rd Annual Conference 2018, 15th-18th April 2018 Papers presented: a.) “Farmers’ Perception of the Growth Enhancement Support (GES) Scheme in Benue State, Nigeria.” b.) “Factors that affect farmers’ participation in intervention programs: a case study of FADAMA III in Anambra State.” c.) “Farmers’ access to extension services, a policy implication for FADAMA III in Anambra State.”
9. Agricultural Extension Society of Nigeria 21st Annual Conference 2016, 17th-20th April 2016. Papers presented: a.) “Diseases, determinants and management problems in small-scale fish farming in Lagos State, Nigeria.” b.) “Manpower and institutional constraints in the public extension service of Kogi State, Nigeria.” 
10. 2nd National Biosafety Conference, Theme: Biosafety, Food Security and Economic Development in Nigeria. 3Js Hotel, Off Augustus Aikhomu Way, Utako, Abuja, 10th November 2016. 
11. African Forum for Agricultural Advisory Services (AFAAS), Second Africa-Wide Agricultural Extension Week. Theme: “Reinvigorating Extension Services for Market-led Agriculture within the Context of the Malabo Declaration”. Hilton Hotel, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, 12-16 October 2015. 
FELLOWSHIPS AND AWARDS
1. AWARD Leadership Programme (2025 Cohort), African Women in Agricultural Research and Development; a nine-month intensive, career-transformative programme funded by the Carnegie Corporation of New York.
1. Africa Women School of AI (ASAI) Fellowship (First Cohort, 2025), a programme equipping aspiring African women AI leaders, builders, and researchers toward a more gender-inclusive AI future.
1. Vice-Chancellor’s Postgraduate Award, University of Nigeria, Nsukka, 2021/2022 Session.
1. Faculty Prize for Best Postgraduate Student, University of Nigeria, Nsukka, 2021/2022 Session.

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
1. Reviewer, Journal of Agricultural Extension (AESON), 2025 – Present, peer review of journal manuscripts.
1. Conference Paper Reviewer, World Congress of Environmental and Resource Economists (WCERE 2026).

TRAINING AND CERTIFICATIONS
1. Gender Analysis in Economic Policy Research by the University of Florence, Italy, sponsored by Partnership for Economic Policy (PEP) - March to May 2026
2. Nigeria National Workshop on Ecosystem-based Disaster Risk Reduction by The United Nations Environment Programme on the 23rd of May, 2022.
3. Training on Statistical Data Analysis for Post-Graduate Students and Staff using R Programming Language, organised by The Regional Universities Forum for Capacity in Agriculture (RUFORUM), from 7th to 19th February 2022.
4. Training on Discrete Choice Analysis by The Resource and Environmental Policy Research Centre (REPRC), University of Nigeria, Nsukka, Enugu State, from 29th November – 3rd December 2021.
5. Workshop on Incorporating and Mainstreaming Natural Capital and Ecosystem Services Accounting into National Accounting and Development Plan anchored by The Resource and Environmental Policy Research Centre (REPRC), University of Nigeria, Nsukka, Enugu State, in collaboration with West Africa Platform on Natural Capital, December 2nd– 3rd 2020 at Top Rank Hotels, Abuja.
6. Online training on Impact Evaluation and Causal Inference for Environment and Development Interventions organised by The Resource and Environmental Policy Research Centre (REPRC), University of Nigeria, Nsukka, Enugu State, from 14th– 22nd September 2020
7. Training on Research Methodology and Application of ICT in Research by the School of Postgraduate Studies, University of Nigeria, Nsukka, Enugu State, on the 18th of March 2020
8. Article writing and publication workshop organised by Michigan State University, at The Resource and Environmental Policy Research Centre (REPRC), University of Nigeria, Nsukka, Enugu State, May 7th – 10th May 2019
9. GFRAS-DLEC-NIFAAS Workshop on Strengthening Local Agricultural Extension and Advisory Services Capacity in Nigeria from 22nd to 25th May 2018, at the National Agricultural Extension and Research Liaison Services, Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria
10. Training on Global Open Data Management in Agriculture and Nutrition (GODAN) GODAN Action online course on Open Data Management in Agriculture and Nutrition, facilitated by FAO from 13th November to 8th December 2017
11. Training on the New Extensionist and Professionalisation of Rural Advisory Services / Sensitisation of the Nigeria Agricultural Advisory Services Network from the 2nd to 4th of November 2016, at the National Agricultural Extension and Research Liaison Services, Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria
12. Skills Edge Consulting Limited, Abuja, 1st - 4th April 2017
· Project Management Certification
· Human Resource Management Certification
PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS
1. African Women in Agricultural Research and Development (AWARD), 2025 – Present.
1. Women in Environmental Economics for Development (WinEED), 2023 – Present.
1. Agricultural Extension Society of Nigeria (AESON), 2016 – Present.
1. Nigeria Forum for Agricultural Advisory Services (NIFAAS), 2016 – Present.

SKILLS AND COMPETENCIES
Analytical: Data collection, coding, entry, analysis, and interpretation using SPSS, STATA, NGENE, and KoBo Toolbox; results presentation.
Communication: Academic research writing, proposal and report writing, policy drafting, and presentation design.
Project Management: Project planning, budgeting, stakeholder coordination, and field logistics.
Languages: Igbo (native); English (professional/instructional).

VOLUNTEER SERVICES
· Student Representative, Climate Exp0 Online Conference (17th – 21st May 2021). Supported conference documentation and session reporting.
· Water and Public Health Research Group, University of Nigeria, Nsukka (22nd to 28th of March, 2021). Participated in household data collection on water, sanitation, and hygiene (WASH) in community outreach activities.
· Nigeria Forum for Agricultural Advisory Services (NIFAAS) and Food Authenticity Network (2017–2018). Contributed to agricultural advisory, food quality awareness, and stakeholder sensitisation activities.
REFEREES
Prof. Agwu Ekwe Agwu, 
Provost, Federal College of Agriculture, Ishiagu (FCAI)
+234-8034024251
ekwe.agwu@unn.edu.ng; agwuekwe@hotmail.com 
Prof. Nnaemeka Chukwuone,
Director, Resource and Environmental Policy Research Centre (REPRC), Environment for Development (EfD), University of Nigeria, Nsukka, Enugu State]
+234-8051242411
nnaemeka.chukwuone@unn.edu.ng

Prof. Mabel Ukamaka Dimelu,
Department of Agricultural Extension, University of Nigeria, Nsukka, Enugu State
+234-8185631828
mabel.dimelu@unn.edu.ng
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