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Profile
Dr Josiah Mwangi Ateka is an agribusiness expert based at Jomo Kenyatta University of Agriculture and Technology (JKUAT), Nairobi, Kenya. Josiah is also a Research Fellow at the Environment for Development Institute (EfD). His research and consultancy interests are in agricultural value chain analysis, commercialization of smallholder agricultural systems and policy analysis.  He also has an in-depth understanding of the various issues facing the agro processing industries at the different nodes of the value chain. Dr Ateka has been actively involved in various research and consultancy projects and has experience in implementing participatory and quantitative research designs (see list of projects and publications) and has conducted extensive qualitative and quantitative surveys among rural agricultural and pastoral communities in Kenya. He is also a subject matter expert in various value chains including tea, potato, coffee, milk, vegetable, legumes among others. Prior to his current appointment as a Lecturer in Department of Agricultural and Resource Economics (JKUAT), he had held various management positions at KTDA, a leading smallholder organization where he gained management experience in leading teams.
Education and Training
2011 - 2018 	PhD in Economics (Agric Econ), Kenyatta University, Kenya
1999 - 2002 	M.Sc. Agricultural Economics, Moi University, Kenya
1994-1999	B.Sc. Agricultural Economics, Egerton University
Employment Record
2013-Present	Lecturer and Researcher, Department of Agricultural and Resource Economics, Jomo Kenyatta University of Agriculture and Technology (JKUAT)
2007-2012	Manager, Agriculture & Logistics , Kenya Tea Development Agency (KTDA), Nairobi ,Kenya 
2002-2007	Smallholder Extension Services Coordinator, Tea Producing Communities in Kenya 
Involvement in Selected Research Projects and Consultancies
1. Principal Investigator; Piloting contextualized user-tested guidelines for Food Loss and Waste (FLW) measurement by companies, businesses and other entities in maize and potato value chains in Kenya, World Resources Institute (WRI) (2024-2025).
2. Agricultural economist: Scoping review of published and gray literature on Food Loss and Waste (FLW) in in maize, potato, fresh fruits and fish value chains in Kenya. World Resources Institute (WRI), Food and Land Use (FOLU) Coalition, Kenya and Jomo Kenyatta University of Agriculture and Technology (JKUAT) (2023-2024).
3. Expert, Agriculture and environmental; Developing a framework for documenting existing Nature Positive (NPP)agriculture adaptation case studies and evidence including profiles of best practices that have supported community resilience during climate extremes, gaps in implementation of the identified best practices and link these gaps to NAPs and NDCs, WWF (2023-2024)
4. Co-Investigator; ICT Landscape in Horticultural Value Chains for Inclusive Community Food System Resiliency and Potential Paths for Social Transformation in Kenya, Feed the Future Innovation Lab for Horticulture (2022-2024).
5. Principal Investigator: Gender Equality and Women’s Empowerment, food and agricultural trade: lessons from selected RECs to guide the implementation of the African Continental Free Trade Area Agreement (ACFTA, FAO Rome Italy (2023-2024)
6. Agricultural Economist and National Expert (June -September – 2023). Sector Governance Model: Smallholder Tea Sub-Sector in Kenya. FAO Rome Italy (2023-2024).
7. Lead Consultant (December2022 – Dec 2024). Supporting the formulation of the Kenya National Agroecology Strategy (2023-2027). Ministry of Agriculture /PELLLUM Kenya. 
8. Tea expert and Environmental economist (January 2023 – April, 2024). Carbon footprint assessment in the Kenyan tea Sector. Rainforest Alliance (RA.  The assessment targeted two large plantation tea estates and smallholder farmers in western Kenya.  
9. Lead expert (September – January 2023). Fair Value Distribution Analysis in the Tea Sector. A Research to Advocate for Fair Tea Pricing and Wages in Kenya and Uganda.  Solidaridad RECLAIM SUSTAINABILITY project, October – February 2023
10. Co-investigator:  Potato value chain strengthening Project, potato value chain strengthening Project. The project seeks to enhance the potato value chain in Kenya by strengthening production, postharvest handling, value addition, access to markets and integrating mechanization while making the value chain nutrition sensitive> JKUAT/JICA (2019-2025). 
11. Co-Investigator: Impact of Payment for Ecosystem Services (PES) on Livelihood and Forest Condition in Mt Elgon Kenya. 2018-2024
12. Agricultural economist (January 2021 – June 2021). Market and value chain study on major nutritious products in Tana River County Client: Comitato Internazionale per lo Sviluppo dei Popoli (CISP)/ European Union (EU) and Tana River County. 
13. Agricultural Economist and Value Chain Expert (2019 – 2020), a project on Review of the Draft National Tea Policy. The study was commissioned by EATTA. The study reviewed the policy, legal and institutional framework for the tea sector and made remedial proposals
14. Agricultural expert: Performance of the conventional and agroecological treatments of the vegetable trials, World Vegetable Center (WorldVeg) and Netherlands Development Organization (SNV), 2021/2022
15. Agricultural Economist and Value Chain Expert, Sugarcane Value chain analysis in Kenya, the study employed participatory methods to identify policy options for enhancing competitiveness in the sector. The study compared production systems, cost structure and profitability among various countries in the COMESA region.
16. Agricultural Economist, (March - May 2019), Formative Assessment for Intervention Design on Improving Nutrition in the Potato Value Chain in Kenya, Client: Global alliance for Improved Nutrition (GAIN) and The International Fertilizer Development Centre (IFDC).  
17. Economist and agricultural market analyst (January 2021 – June 2022). Landscape analysis of seed and grain market size for high iron beans among selected value chain actors. Client: HarvestPlus and GAIN.
18. Co-investigator: Impact of Women Empowerment Policies on Nutritional Outcomes in Kenya, Africa Economic Research Consortium (AERC), 2018-2020
19. Lead consultant (2018).  Formulation of the National Water Resource Management Strategy (2018-2023). Ministry of water and Sanitation. The strategy was prepared through a broad based participatory and consultative approach. The process of developing the strategy followed five (5) key phases; Inception, Baseline assessment and visioning, Stakeholder consultation, Technical review and Validation
20. Agricultural Economist: Review of the National Tea Policy and prepare Policy brief to support completion of the Draft National tea policy of 2014.  East Africa Tea Trade Association, EATTA, April- July, 2019
21. Consultant Agricultural Economist and Value Chain Expert (2016 – 2017), a consultancy project on Income Stabilization Mechanisms for Smallholder Farmers in Kenya. The study was commissioned by the Agriculture and Food Authority of Kenya (Tea Directorate) and assessed the economic viability of tea replanting and enterprise diversification and investment models and implementation strategy. 
22. Value chain Expert: Formative Assessment for Intervention Design on Improving Nutrition in the Potato Value Chain in Kenya, March - May 2019, Global alliance for Improved Nutrition (GAIN) and The International Fertilizer Development Center (IFDC).
23. In country Expert (2015-2016); an impact assessment study on The Economic Value of early warning weather monitoring systems for Kenya’s tea sector.  The project was commissioned by MSI-USAID.
24. Review of the policy environment for urban Food system for Nairobi, 2017-2018. FAO and Nairobi City County Government (2018-2019). Using a case of Nairobi city, in Kenya, the project assessed the policy, legislative and administrative environment to identify if it provides an enabling environment for sustainable urban food system. A review of the global, national and local urban (municipal level) policies, that are relevant to the urban food systems was undertaken. 
25. Evaluation of the ecological agriculture (organic farming) initiative in Kenya, Jan 2017 to Jan 2018. Biovision Africa Trust, ICIPE. 
26. Evaluation of the Economic Value of Early Warning Systems (EWS) for floods and frost in Kenya, April-Aug 2016. MSI/USAID
27. Feasibility analysis and technical support for the income stabilization mechanisms for smallholder tea farmers in Kenya, March 2016-January 2017. Government of Kenya / AFA.
28. Home garden scaling up vegetable project in East Africa, 2016. World Vegetable Centre, -AVDRC.
29. Innovation systems, agricultural growth and rural livelihoods in East, 2013-2014. ESRC and DFID/ University of Nairobi
30. Market inquiry and bench marking survey of the tea industry value chain in Kenya, 2013-2014. Deloitte and Competition Authority of Kenya.
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