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CAREER SUMMARY
· A Soil Scientist and a Fulbright Scholar with over 20 years of experience in teaching and research in the field of Soil Health and remediation of hydrocarbon contaminated soils;
· Demonstrated a track record of academic excellence and ability to transit from the academic environment to the industry;
· Over 5 years of industry experience in irrigation; 
· Four (4) years of experience in the environmental sector of the oil and gas industry in Nigeria

EDUCATION QUALIFICATIONS

· PhD (Soil Biochemistry), University of Nigeria, Nsukka, Nigeria	
Topic:	Effects of organic and inorganic fertilizers on cowpea and maize plants used in remediation of crude oil-contaminated Ultisol. Supervisor:  Frank O.R. Akamigbo, PhD and Jerry O. Ugwuanyi, PhD		2019

· MSc. (Soil Science), University of Nigeria, Nsukka, Nigeria
Topic:	Biodegradation of Crude Oil in Organic Manure and NPK Fertilizer-amended Soils from Some Floodplain and Upland Locations in Southeastern Nigeria. Supervisor:  Frank O.R. Akamigbo, PhD			2004	

· B. Agric (Soil Science), University of Nigeria, Nsukka, Nigeria 
Topic:	Relative Erodibilty of Some Soils under Rainfall Simulation in Southeastern Nigeria.
Supervisor:  Charles A. Igwe, PhD									1996

BRIEF PROFILE

Dr. Jidere, Chika Mike is a Soil Scientist and a Senior Lecturer, with several years of experience in teaching and research in the field of Soil Health and remediation of hydrocarbon contaminated soils, at the Department of Soil Science, University of Nigeria, Nsukka. He is also a Research Fellow at the Resource and Environmental Policy Research Centre (REPRC) - Environment for Development (EfD) Nigeria, and an Adjunct Senior Lecturer at the Shell/UNN Centre of Excellence in Environmental Management and   Green Energy (CEMAGE) at the Enugu Campus of the University of Nigeria, Nsukka. He holds a PhD (Soil Biochemistry), with specialization in soil health and remediation of polluted soils. Dr. Jidere is a Fulbright Scholar and a recipient of other awards and research grants from International Institutions. 
Dr. Jidere participated as the Country Lead in Nigeria in Foreign Commonwealth Development Office (FCDO) funded project on “West Africa Research and Development Scorecards for Regenerative Agriculture” which focused on Nigeria, Ghana and Senegal from 2025 to 2026. He was also involved in DFG (German Research Foundation) funded project on “African-German Applied Research Initiative on Agroforestry - Perspectives from Sub-Sahara Africa and Germany” in 2024. He has consulted extensively on issues of environmental impact assessment and remediation studies for some crude oil producing companies in the Niger Delta Region since 1998. Some of the projects he participated in as a soil scientist include; EIA at Pirigbene Deep Drilling Location of Nigeria Agip Oil Company – 2000; EIA at Obiafu AC, AD and SW Drilling Location, of Nigeria Agip Oil Company – 2000; EIA at Beniboye Offshore Drilling Location of Nigeria Agip Oil Company in Bayelsa State – 2000; EIA at Clough Creek Flow Station of Nigeria Agip Oil Company in Bayelsa State – 2002; EIA of the dredging of Oguta Lake for the Nigerian Inland Waterways Authority in Imo State – 2003; and the Post Impact Assessment at Well 14 and 15, Kwale belonging to NAOC in Delta State – 2003. He was a member of the Survey Team that conducted the Detailed Soil Survey of the Sites for Special Programme for Food Security (SPFS) in Benue State for the Federal Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development and Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nation (FAO) in 2004; and the Detailed Soil Survey of the Sites for Special Programme for Food Security (SPFS) in Anambra State for the Federal Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development and Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nation (FAO) in 2005.

Dr. Jidere participated in the study of the Opinion Poll Rating of the Regulatory Transparency and Effectiveness of the Nigerian Communications Commission (North East and South East Geopolitical Zones) for the Nigerian Communication Commission (NCC) between October 2004 and August 2006. He also supervised the data collection for the Assessment of Level of Access to ICTs in Semi-Urban and Rural Nigeria (North Central Geopolitical Zones) from February 2006 to December 2007 for the Nigerian Communication Commission (NCC). Dr. Jidere worked as an enumerator to a Non-Governmental Organization (Women Skills Development and Support Initiative (WEDSI), Otukpo), on the Needs Assessment of Benue South Senatorial Zone, Benue State, Nigeria between January 2008 and October 2008. He also participated as a field supervisor in-charge of Imo State (South East Zone), in the field study on Measuring and Benchmarking of Nigeria’s Digital Opportunity Index (DOI) with similar Markets from July to September 2008, for Nigerian Communication Commission (NCC). 
He participated in the study of Land Degradation Mapping and Assessment for Prevention and Control of Potential Erosion Hazards in Nigeria using Satellite Remote Sensing and GIS Techniques (for the South-South; South –East; South –West and North - East Zones) between April 2008 and June 2009, for the Department of Erosion, Flood and Coastal Zone Management, Federal Ministry of Environment, Housing and Urban Development, Abuja, Nigeria. He also participated in field data collection for the study on Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI) Control Measures Cost-Benefit Study in Lagos state in September 2009 for the International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI)/International Livestock Research Institute (ILRI). 
AWARDS/TRAININGS

· German Research Foundation (DFG) Grant for African-German Scientific Exchange in the Field of Sustainable Intensification of Agriculture; 
· Fulbright Visiting Scholar at Purdue University, West Lafayette, Indiana, United States of America, 2010 – 2011; 
· Awarded prize for the first position at the Global Food Security Seminar in Lincoln, Nebraska, organized by Institute of International Education, USA, 2010;
· PhytoScholar Award 2010 by International Phytotechnologies Society (IPS) in Italy; 
· PhD Research Grant from Macaulay Development Trust, Aberdeen, United Kingdom;
· Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MASHAV) Grant to attend International R & D course on Agriculture and the Environment: Practices and Processes in soil and water management at The Volcani Center, Tel Aviv, Israel, November 2005.
· United Nations University Institute for Natural Resources in Africa Course on “Land degradation and Management in a Rural Livelihood Context”. Accra Ghana – June 2004.
· Best Graduating Final Year Student in the Department of Soil Science, University of Nigeria, Nsukka – 1995/96 Academic Session.

SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP

· 2012 – Present		International Union of Soil Science
· 2002 – Present		Soil Science Society of Nigeria

APPOINTMENTS

· 2021 to present 	Research Fellow, Resource and Environmental Policy Research Centre (REPRC)- EfD 
· 2020 to Present	 	Adjunct appointment, NNPC/SHELL Centre of Excellence in Environmental Management and    Green Energy (CEMAGE), University of Nigeria, Enugu Campus
· 2020 to 2022		Head, Department of Soil Science, UNN
· 2012 to 2015		Director, University of Nigeria Agricultural Projects Ltd, UNN

EMPLOYMENT HISTORY
2002 to present		Senior Lecturer, Department of Soil Science, University of Nigeria, Nsukka, Nigeria

· Teaching and research (Undergraduate and Postgraduate courses) in Advance Soil Microbial Ecology; Principles of Soil Science; Advance Soil Chemistry and Microbiology; Soil Survey, Farm Design and Land Use Planning; Soil Irrigation and Drainage; 
· Supervision of postgraduate and undergraduate research projects;
· Community service and consultancy
· Perform and publish research findings in the field of agriculture and environmental sciences;
· Participated in land degradation mapping and assessment for prevention and control of potential erosion hazards in Nigeria using Satellite Remote Sensing and GIS techniques;
· Participated in the detailed soil survey of the sites for Special Program for Food Security (SPFS) in Nigeria.


2000 – 2002		Consultant Soil Scientist, Soilwaterair Ecosystems Ltd, Port Harcourt, Rivers State, Nigeria

· Participated in soil quality studies for Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) of several crude oil well locations in Niger Delta, Nigeria;
· Participated in EIA studies at the crude oil facilities of Nigerian Agip Oil Company in Niger Delta (Pirigbene Deep drilling location, Obiafu AC, AD and SW drilling locations, Beniboye Offshore drilling location and Clough Creek flow station);
· Participated in the Post Impact Assessment of crude oil spill sites at Oil Wells 14 and 15of Nigerian Agip Oil Company;
· Coordinated the soil study for the EIA of the dredging of Oguta Lake for the Nigerian Inland Waterways Authority

1998 – 2002		Consultant Soil Scientist, The Initiates Plc, Port Harcourt, Rivers State, Nigeria

· Participated in environmental audit studies at Snig Nigeria Ltd, Port Harcourt, Rivers State, Nigeria and Michelin Nigeria Ltd Port Harcourt, Rivers State;
· Handled the soil suitability study for chemical waste disposal site belonging to Baker Hugh Nig. Ltd, Rivers State;
· Led assessment team to the waste disposal site at Mobil Nigeria Unlimited, Bonny Island River Terminal, Rivers State.
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