Maria Alejandra Vélez, PhD

Director, Center for the study of Drugs and Security (CESED)
Associate Professor,

School of Economics, Universidad de los Andes,
mavelez@uniandes.edu.co

CURRENT RESEARCH INTERESTS AND AREAS OF SPECIALIZATION

My research interests focus on decision-making and institutional design concerning developing
country environmental and natural resource issues. Using economic field experiments, | have been
studying local resource sharing and collective action dilemmas of rural villagers in Colombia, Brazil
and Honduras. Recently | am studying the effect of payment of environmental services on
conservation outcomes; the impacts of collective property-rights regimes on institutional changes,
landscape, and welfare of Afro-Colombian communities on the Pacific Coast , Strategies for Gold
mining formalization, and the expansion of illicit economies in protected areas and collective
territories.

e Behavioral and Experimental Economics
e Resource and Environmental Economics
e Rural and Sustainable Development

Education

University of Massachusetts, Amherst, MA, USA

PhD Resource Economics, May 2006.

Area of Specialization: Natural Resource and Environmental Economics

Dissertation: Three Essays on the Determinants of Behavior in the Commons: Experimental Evidence
from Fishing Communities in Colombia.

University of Massachusetts, Amherst, MA, USA
Master of Science Degree in Resource Economics
Finished all requirements by September 2004. Received Diploma by February 2005.

Los Andes University, Bogota, Colombia.

BA Economics, September 1999.

Thesis: An economic analysis of Colombian guerrillas’ (FARC and ELN) evolution and patterns of
territorial expansion.

Academic Experience

Director, Center for the study of Drugs and Security (CESED), School of Economics,
Universidad de los Andes, Since August 2019

Associate Professor, School of Economics, Universidad de los Andes, Since August 2019


mailto:mavelez@uniandes.edu.co

Scientific and Research Coordinator- Center for Sustainable Development Goals for Latin
America and the Caribbean (CODS), Universidad de los Andes
July 2018-July 2019

Associate Professor, School of Management, Universidad de los Andes
Since 2008- July 2019

Duke Center for Latin American & Caribbean Studies- Duke University, Durham, NC
Mellon Visiting Professor, August — December 2013.

Center for Research on Environmental Decision — Columbia University, New York City
Postdoctoral Research Scientist, September 2006- August 2008.

Research on decision making under uncertainty, with a focus on water management and climate
variability in Ceara, Brazil.

Research Assistant at the University of Massachusetts, Amherst

June 2002-2005 Professors John Stranlund and Jim Murphy, Department of Resource Economics.

Project: Design and conduct laboratory experiments to test compliance behavior and enforcement
strategies for environmental policies.

Teaching Assistant at the University of Massachusetts, Amherst

January 2002 - June 2002, Introductory Statistics for Social Sciences, Department of Resource
Economics.

September 2001 - December 2001, Environmental Policy and Natural Resource Economics,
Department of Resource Economics.

Lecturer, Los Andes University, Bogota, Colombia
September 1999 - December 1999. Introductory Economics, Economics Department

Teaching Assistant at Los Andes University, Bogota, Colombia
1997- 1996 Introductory Economics and Economic Indicators, Economics Department.

Professional Experience

Institute Alexander Von Humboldt - Colombia

Researcher Biotrade Program, January 2000 - August 2001.

Advised traditional communities and small companies on the sustainable trade of biodiversity
products.

National Federation of Coffee Growers of Colombia

Economic Analyst and Advisor, July 1999 - December 1999.

Conducted a survey and produced a report regarding the production and trade of organic coffee in
Colombia.
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CESED Documents with my participation

¢Los cultivos de coca causan deforestacion en Colombia? | Documento tematico #5| 30 de
marzo de 2020
https://cesed.uniandes.edu.co/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/%C2%BFLOS-CULTIVOS-DE-
COCA-CAUSAN-DEFORESTACION.pdf

Mineria de oro artesanal y de pequefia escala: Estrategias para su formalizacién y
diferenciacion de la mineria ilegal | Documento tematico #11 | 29 de julio de 2020
https://cesed.uniandes.edu.co/mineria-de-oro-artesanal-y-de-pequena-escala-estrategias-
para-su-formalizacion-y-diferenciacion-de-la-mineria-ilegal-2/

Violencia contra lideres sociales y ambientales: ¢ qué sabemos y qué podemos hacer?
|Documento tematico #15 | 15 de marzo de 2021
https://cesed.uniandes.edu.co/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Lideres-sociales-y-
ambientales.pdf

La Distribucién Espacial del Delito Urbano en Buenaventura, 2014 — 2019 | Documento
tematico #21 | 31 de agosto de 2021

https://cesed.uniandes.edu.co/3387-2/

La Distribucién Espacial del Delito Urbano en Quibdo, 2014 — 2019 | Documento tematico #
23 | 19 de octubre de 2021

https://cesed.uniandes.edu.co/3523-2/

¢ Reanudar la fumigacion aérea con glifosato de cultivos ilicitos en Colombia? Un resumen
de la literatura cientifica |Comentario de Politica #2 | 30 de noviembre de 2020
https://cesed.uniandes.edu.co/reanudar-la-fumigacion-aerea-de-cultivos-ilicitos-en-colombia-
un-resumen-de-la-literatura-cientifica/

Restituir |a tierra para construir la paz |Comentario de politica #3 | 25 de junio de 2021
https://cesed.uniandes.edu.co/restitucion-tierras-paz/

6 ideas para los candidatos presidenciales para una politica integral para la sustitucién de
cultivos de uso ilicito | Comentario de politica #5 | 17 de agosto de 2021
https://cesed.uniandes.edu.co/6-ideas-para-los-candidatos-presidenciales/



WHAT TO EXPECT FROM ME IN THE FUTURE?
In progress:

e “Restituir la Tierra para Construir Paz: Impacto de la Politica de Restitucion en la Violencia”.
With Lucas Marin y Mauricio Velasquez.

e “Practicing the Commons: From Common Property Regimes to Collective Enterprises”. With
lvan Lobo.
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Teaching
e Public Management — Undergraduate Level
e Environmental and Resource Economics- Graduate and Undergraduate Level

e Behavioral Economics and Development Applications- Graduate Level

11



e Introduction to Behavioral Science-Graduate Level

e Current Environmental and Natural Resources Issues in Latin America, Undergraduate
Level, Duke University.

¢ Introduction to Field Experiments: Cases in Latin America- Graduate Level, Duke University

Awards

2015 Society for Institutional and Organizational Economics (SIOE). Best Poster Presentation
Award: “Subjective Insecurity and Cooperation: Evidence from Field Experiments in Violence
Contexts”, with Carlos Truijillo, Lina Moros y Clemente Forero

Young Researcher Delegate to the 46! annual International Achievement Summit. Academy of
Achievement, Washington DC, April 2007.

Fellow Latin American and Caribbean Environmental Economics Program (LACEEP), March, 2007.
“Collective Titling and the Process of Institution Building: Common Property Regime in the
Colombian Pacific”.

Center for Latin American, Caribbean and Latino Studies Travel Grant for Graduate Students 2005.
University of Massachusetts, Amherst.

Member of University of Massachusetts Chapter of the Honor Society of Phi Kappa Phi 2003.
Graduate School Fellowship Award 2003 — 2004, University of Massachusetts, Amherst.

Carolyn Harper Fellowship, Department of Resource Economics, University of Massachusetts,
Amherst, 2002.

Best Undergraduate Thesis Project in Social Sciences and Economics, Los Andes University, Bogota
1999. Thesis: FARC - ELN: Evolution and Territorial Expansion.

Selected Presentations

e Keynote speaker Annual Conference, Environment for Development (EfD) Initiative, Hannoi,
November, 2018.

e Keynote speaker at EDF's Science Day "Behavioral Economics and Science”, NYC, October
2015.

o Lecturer at Summer Course for Professors: “Experimental Economics as a Pedagogical
Tool” - Summer School, Tecnoldgico de Monterrey, Campus Estado de México- July 2014

Editorial Boards

Associate Editor, Journal of Environment and Development Economics

12



Member Editorial Board, Journal of lllicit Economies and Development

Review Editor, People and Forests, Frontiers in Forest and Global Change

Reviewer

Ecological Economics, PlosOne, International Journal of the Commons, Conservation Letters,
Journal of Behavioral and Experimental Economics, Journal of Public Economics, Conservation and
Society, Cuadernos de Desarrollo Rural, World Development, Desarrollo y Sociedad, European

Review Agricultural Economics, Latin American Research Review; Oxford Research Encyclopedia of
Economics and Finance; Global Environmental Change

Professional Associations
AERE, EARE, IASC, EfD Initiative
Languages

English and Spanish
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