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Current position

Associate Professor at Department of Economics, University of Gothenburg.

Research interests

Development economics — with a focus on education, health, social norms and conflict.

Articles in peer-reviewed journals

Changing local customs: The long run impacts of Christian missions on female genital
cutting in Africa. Journal of Development Economics. Forthcoming (with Heather
Congdon Fors and Ann-Sofie Isaksson)

Son Preference and Education Inequalities in India: the role of gender-biased fertility
strategies and preferential treatment of boys (2023), Journal of Population Economics, 1-
30 (with Heather Congdon Fors)

Within-family inequalities in human capital accumulation in India (2023). Review of
Development Economics, 27(1): 3-28 (with Heather Congdon Fors)

Risk-taking and others: Does the social reference point matter? (2022) Journal of Risk
and Uncertainty, 64: 287-307 (with Peter Martinsson and Haileselassie Mehdin)

To educate a woman and to educate a man: Gender-specific sexual behavior and human
immunodeficiency virus responses to an education reform in Botswana (2021). Health
economics, 30(3): 642-658 (with Dick Durevall).

Land certification and schooling in rural Ethiopia (2019). World Development, 115: 190-
208 (with Heather Congdon Fors and Kenneth Houngbedji).

Education and HIV incidence among young women in KwaZulu-Natal: An association but
no evidence of a causal protective effect (2019). PloS one, 14(3): e0213056. with
Durevall, D. & George, G.

Greater risk for more money: The economics of negotiating condom use amongst Sex
Workers in South Africa (2019), AIDS Care, 31(9): 1168-1171 (with Gavin George,
Siphumelele Nene, Sean Becket, Dick Durevall, and Kaymarlin Govender).

Diversification of Human Capital Investment in Rural Ethiopia (2018), The European
Journal of Development Research, 30: 676-692.

Mortality, HIV/AIDS, and Fertility in Malawi (2016). The Developing Economies, 54(3):
215-242 (with Dick Durevall).



Intimate Partner Violence and HIV Infection in Sub-Saharan Africa (2015). World
Development, 72: 27-42 (with Dick Durevall).

Intimate partner violence and HIV in ten sub-Saharan African countries: what do the
Demographic and Health Surveys tell us? (2015). The Lancet Global Health, 3(1): e34-
e43 (with Dick Durevall).

The Effect of Siblings’ Education on School-Entry in the Ethiopian Highlands (2013).
Economic of Education Review, 34: 45-68.

Economic Inequality and HIV in Malawi (2012). World Development, 40(7): 1435-1451
(with Dick Durevall).

Uncovering the Effect of the HIV Epidemic in Sub-Saharan Africa: The Case of Malawi
(2011). Journal of Population Economics, 24(2): 629-655 (with Dick Durevall).

Preferences for redistribution: A country comparison of fairness judgments (2009).

Journal of Economic Behavior and Organization, 72(3): 884-902 (with Ann-Sofie
Isaksson).

Working papers

The Impact of Rainfall Shock on Child Labor - The Role of the Productive Safety Nets
Program and Credit Markets in Ethiopia (2023) EfD Discussion Paper 23-17 (with
Dereje Yohannes).

Conditional Persistence? Historical Disease Exposure and Government Response to
Covid 19 (2023). Scandinavian Working Papers in Economics No. 835 (with Ola Olsson)

Harmful Norms Can Social Convention Theory Explain the Persistence of Female Genital

Cutting in Africa? (2022) Scandinavian Working Papers in Economics No 814. (with
Heather Congdon Fors and Ann-Sofie Isaksson).

Other publications

Congdon Fors, H., Gupta, D., Khuntia, S., Lindskog, A., Singh, G. & Somanathan R. (2022).
Conditioning girls’ outcomes in India through cash transfers - A policy brief.

Vald i ndra relationer och hiv i Afrika séder om Sahara. Ekonomisk Debatt, 1/2014.
Abstinence, Abstinence, and More Abstinence: HIV/AIDS in Malawi” Chap. 6 in
Globalization and Development Rethinking Interventions and Governance, Ed. A. Bigsten,

2013, Routledge (with Dick Durevall).

HIV/AIDS, Adult Mortality and Fertility: Evidence from Malawi. Country Economic
Report 2008:1, Sida, Stockholm (with Dick Durevall).

HIV prevalence in Malawi: A study of individual and contextual factors, (2009). report to
Sida (with Dick Durevall)



Education

2011 PhD in economics. PhD thesis: “Essays on Economic Behavior: HIV/AIDS,
Schooling and Inequality”.

2004 Master of Science in Economics, with European studies, International
relations, and International politics. Master’s thesis: “Willingness to pay
for improved water services and watershed management in three Costa
Rican municipalities”.

2002 Bachelor of Science in Economics, with Spanish, Business administration

and Statistics. Bachelor’s thesis: “Debt forgiveness: an analysis of the
budgetary effects of the HIPC debt relief in Uganda”, with Per Andersson.

Teaching

PhD Supervision:

Carolin Sjogren (assistant supervisor), finished 2021.
Lisa Norrgren (main supervisor), finished 2022.
Dereje Yohannes (main supervisor), ongoing.

Supervision of numerous Bachelor- and Master theses in Economics, and Master theses
in Global Health.

Course responsibility:

Development economics (undergraduate course - 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018,
2019, 2020, 2021, 2022, 2023, 2024), Global Health Economics (master course in Global
Health - 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021, 2022, 2023, 2024), Macro and international
health (master course in public health — 2014, 2015, 2016), Projektorienterat arbete och
halsoekonomisk utvardering (undergraduate course in public health - 2011, 2012)

Lecturing:

Development economics (PhD course - 2014, 2015, 2017), Development economics
(PhD course in collaboration with Addis Abeba University- 2018, 2019, 2020, 2023),
Methods of economic evaluation and experiments (master course - 2015, 2016, 2017,
2018, 2019, 2020, 2021, 2022, 2023, 2024), Macro and international health (master
course in public health - 2012 and 2013), Advanced health economics (master course -
2011 and 2012), Welfare, economy, work and health (master course in public health -
2011 and 2012), Advanced Development Economics (master course - 2009, 2011 and
2012), Development economics (undergraduate course - 2010 and 2012), Historical and
Theoretical Perspectives on Global Governance (master course - 2009), Environmental
economics (for natural scientists - 2006)

Exercise teacher:
Micro economics (introductory - 2006, 2007, 2009, 2010, 2011)

External research funding

2023 Climate, conflict and migration - Swedish Research Council 2023-05893, with
Heather Congdon-Fors, Ann-Sofie Isaksson & Mohamad Sepahvand



2021 School impacts of violent relgious extremism - Swedish Research Council 2021-
02634, with Heather Congdon-Fors, Ann-Sofie Isaksson & Mohamad Sepahvand

2018 Women'’s health and welfare - inequality of opportunity, norms and possibilities
for change - from Ragnar Séderberg’s foundation together with Heather Congdon-Fors
and Ann-Sofie Isaksson

2014 Child labor and schooling in India - from VR /Uforsk SAREC together with
Heather Congdon Fors

2013 Structural drivers of HIV/AIDS in Sub-Saharan Africa - from VR/Uforsk SAREC
together with Dick Durevall

2011 Wallanderstipendiat - post-doc scholarship from Jan Wallanders and Tom
Hedelius foundation

2007 Socioeconomic consequences of HIV/AIDS in Malawi - from SIDA/SAREC together
with Dick Durevall



